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SINGAPORE

TR A LAW PROHIBITING the dis-
D “play of pictures of cigarettes

or their brand names on ve-
hicles, phone booths and counters has
gone into effect as part of Singapore's
campaign to become a nation of non-
smokers. Tobacco companies have
resprayed fleets of cars and trucks to
remove logos, and shopkeepers have
pulled down posters advertising an
array of brands. The law also forbids
the sales promotion and distribution
of free cigarette samples and other
tobacco products. Tough penalties ex-
ist for retailers and shopkeepers who
break the new law. There is a maxi-
mum fine of $5000 or a prison term of
up to six months, or both, for the first
conviction. The punishment doubles
for a subsequent conviction.

Since the Ministry of Health began
its campaign to eradicate smoking
among the population of 2.6 mill.
the percentage of people who smoke
fell to 13.5 percent in 1988 from 23

T~ percentin 177 UPI
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